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Abstract: 

 

The Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) was a veteran’s organization formed in 1866. 

Membership consisted of honorably discharged Union soldiers, sailors and marines of the Civil 

War. This collection contains the biographical and military information on the members, 

business correspondence, and national and department encampments for the Captain Thomas 

Espy Post 153, Department of Pennsylvania. The manuscript page on the website contains 

digitized data from completed  HYPERLINK 

"http://www.carnegiecarnegie.com/espycollectionmanuscripts.html" \l 

"Membership"membership applications,  HYPERLINK 

"http://www.carnegiecarnegie.com/espycollectionmanuscripts.html" \l "Transfers"transfer 

cards, and the  HYPERLINK 

"http://www.carnegiecarnegie.com/espycollectionmanuscripts.html" \l 

"DeathRecords"adjutant's report of deaths. 
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The material in this collection is in English. 
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The guide to this collection was written by Melanie Sorsby and Diane Klinefelter. The guide 
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History: 

 
Captain Thomas Espy Post #153 of the Grand Army of the Republic was chartered in December, 1879.  

In 1906 the Post entered into an agreement with the newly built Andrew Carnegie Free Library and 

Music Hall in Carnegie, Pennsylvania to occupy a permanent room in the Library.  The Post furnished 

and moved into the room in March 1906.  Because of this permanent meeting space, the Post was able 

to keep all of its books and records in one location.  They were also able to collect artifacts and relics 

from the Civil War.  Because this room and all of the contents became the property of the Library upon 

the death of the last member of the Post, the Captain Thomas Espy Post has become one of the most 

intact examples of a GAR Post in the country. 

 

Collection Scope and Content Note: 

 
This collection contains the late 19

th
 and early 20

th
 century papers of the Captain Thomas Espy Post 

#153 of the Grand Army of the Republic.  Documents include membership applications, transfer cards, 

war sketch questionnaires, meeting minutes and cash ledgers, personal and official correspondence, 

financial records, General Orders, information regarding national and department encampments, 

entertainment programs, a collection of blank forms, ephemera, including two photographs, and ribbon 

remnants and uniform pieces. 

 

Arrangement: 
Series 1.  Membership Records 

Series 2.  Honorary Membership 

Series 3.  Ledgers 

Series 4.  Correspondence and Reports 

Series 5.  Financial Records and Reports 

Series 6.  General Orders 

Series 7.  Encampments 

Series 8.  Booklets/ Programs 

Series 9.  Music 

Series 10.  Memorial Day 

Series 11.  Blank Forms 

Series 12.  Ephemera 

Series 13.  Uniforms 
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The collection is open for research with an appointment. 
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     General Order No. 4 – 4/14/1893 
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     General Order No. 16 – 2/15/1894 

     General Order No. 1 – 3/3/1894 
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     General Order No. 3 – 4/12/1894 

     General Order No. 4 – 4/12/1894 
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     General Order No. 5 – 5/1/1894 (For The Press) 

     General Order No. 6 – 5/5/1894 
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     General Order No. 1 – 6/5/1896 
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     General Order No. 6 – 10/1/1896 
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     General Order No. 9 – 12/18/1896 
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     General Order No. 14 – 4/15/1899 

     General Order No. 15 – 5/6/1899 

     General Order No. 17 – 5/26/1899 

     General Order No. 1 – 6/10/1899 

     General Order No. 2 – 6/12/1899 

     General Order No. 3 – 7/14/1899 

     General Order No. 4 – 8/5/1899 

     General Order No. 6 – 10/9/1899 

     General Order No. 7 – 10/27/1899 

     General Order No. 8 – 11/21/1899 

     General Order No. 9 – 12/19/1899 

    

    Folder 14 Dept. of Penna. HQ (1901) 
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     General Order No. 7 – 9/30/1903 (2) 
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     General Order No. 11 – 4/19/1905 
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     General Order No. 2 – 6/9/1905 

     General Order No. 3 – 7/24/1905 

     General Order No. 4 – 8/11/1905 

     General Order No. 5 – 9/1/1905 (2) 
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     General Order No. 7 – 11/20/1905 
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     General Order No. 10 – 2/10/1906 

     General Order No. 11 – 3/22/1906 

     General Order No. 14 – 5/16/1906 

     General Order No. 14 – 5/22/1906 

     General Order No. 1 – 6/8/1906 

     General Order No. 2 – 6/9/1906 

     General Order No. 3 – 7/31/1906 

     General Order No. 4 – 8/7/1906 

     General Order No. 5 – 8/25/1906 

     General Order No. 6 – 11/23/1906 

     General Order No. 7 – 12/15/1906 
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     General Order No. 3 – 8/12/1907 
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    Folder 21 Dept. of Penna. HQ (1908) 

     General Order No. 8 – 2/27/1908 

     General Order No. 11 – 5/12/1908 
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     General Order No. 6 – 11/21/1908 (2) 
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     General Order No. 9 – 4/9/1909 
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     General Order No. 6 – 4/8/1905 
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     General Order No. 2 – 10/23/1905 
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     General Order No. 2 – 9/25/1906 
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     General Order No. 10 – 8/1/1907 

     General Order No. 1 – 9/13/1907 

     General Order No. 2 – 11/20/1907 
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     General Order No. 6 – 5/12/1908 
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     General Order No. 5 – 3/18/1909 
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     General Order No. 8 – 5/27/1909 

     General Order No. 3 – 11/20/1909 

   

    Folder 19 GAR National HQ (1910) 

     General Order No. 4 – 4/15/1910 

     General Order No. 5 – 4/15/1910 

     General Order No. 6 – 7/10/1910 

     General Order No. 7 – 8/10/1910 

     General Order No. 1 – 9/23/1910 

     General Order No. 2 – 10/28/1910 

     General Order No. 3 – 11/30/1910 

     General Order No. 4 – 11/30/1910 

     General Order No. 5 – 12/30/1910 

 

    Folder 20 GAR National HQ (1911) 

     General Order No. 2 – 9/25/1911 

     General Order No. 3 – 10/23/1911 

 

    Folder 21 GAR National HQ (1912) 

     General Order No. 5 – 2/20/1912 

     General Order No. 6 – 3/30/1912 

     General Order No. 7 – 5/29/1912 

     General Order No. 9 – 8/10/1912 

     General Order No. 2 – 10/25/1912 
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     General Order No. 2 – 11/1/1921 

 

    Folder 23 GAR National HQ (1923-24) 

     General Order No. 2 

     General Order No. 4 – 2/8/1924  

     General Order No. 6 – 5/28/1924 

     General Order No. 7 – 7/14/1924 

 

    Folder 24 GAR National HQ (1925-26) 

     General Order No. 2 - 10/1/1925 

 

 Box 11 

 Series 7, Encampments 

    Folder 01 Roll of the Annual Encampment (1900, 1908, 1911) 

     34
th

 Annual Encampment – 6/6 & 7/1900 

     42
nd

 National Encampment – 8/31/1908 to 9/5/1908 

     45
th

 National Encampment – 8/21/1911 to 8/26/1911 

 

    Folder 02 National Encampment Information Circular (1897) 

     31
st
 National Encampment – 8/23/1897 to 8/28/1897 

 

    Folder 03 Call for National Memorial Hall (1891) 

     National Memorial Hall – 4/6/1891  



 

 

    Folder 04 National Encampment Mailings 

     General Circular No. 2 – 5/25/1893 

     Lieut. Jas. M. Lysle Post 128 – 8/5/1897 

     Washington committee Post 3 – 6/4/1892 

      

    Folder 05 Report of Committee of Pensions at National Enc (1893) 

     27
th

 National Encampment – 9/7/1893 (2) 

      

    Folder 06 Rules and Regulations of Nat’l Encampment (1893) 

     Rules and Regulations – 1883 

     Rules and Regulations – 1893 (3) 

 

    Folder 07 Report of Delegate to Annual Encampment (1903) 

     Reoport of Delegate – 6/2/1903 to 6/4/1903 

 

    Folder 08 Correspondence Re: “The Press” Philly Encamp. (1899) 

     The Press – JB Stafford – 8/15/1899 

     The Press – JB Stafford – 5/26/1899 

     The Press – 8/19/1899 

 

    Folder 09 Credentials of Representatives to Enc. (1899, 1908, 15) 

     Credentials – Chas. L. Leiper – 1/23/1899 

     Credentials – Chas. A. Suydam – 12/14/1907 

     Credentials – Samuel P. Town – 1915 

 

    Folder 10 Dept. of Penna. Annual Encampment 

     31
st
 Annual Department Encampment – 5/13/1897 

     Department Encampment – JM Patterson Post 151 – 1/1/1892 

 

    Folder 11 Addresses at Encampments (1903, 1908) 

     37
th

 Annual Encampment – R.P. Scott – 6/3/1903 

     42
nd

 Annual Encampment – Charles G. Burton   

 

    Folder 12 Sermons from Dept. Encampment (1890, 1891, 1904) 

     Gettysburg – 8/3/1890 (1 copy in addition) 

     Williamsport – 7/12/1891 (2) 

     Memorial Sermon – 1896 

     Annual Sermon – 1904 

   

    Folder  13 Union Veteran Legion Nat’l Encampment Mailing (1924) 

     Union Veteran Legion – 8/9/1924 

     General Order No. 4 – 8/8/1924 

     Hotels and Rates – 9/9 & 10/1924  

     Activies and Business – 9/9 & 10/1924  

 

 

 



 

 

 Series 8, Booklets/Programs 

    Folder 14 Gettysburg Address & Topographical Map 

     Gettysburg Address 

     Topographical Map 

 

    Folder 15 Sermon from Bethel Presby. Church (1862) 

     Rev. George Marshall – 8/23/1862 

 

    Folder 16 Programs 

     Entertainment Programme - 1/15/1891 

     Memorial Volume - 5/26/1893 

     In Memoriam – William McKinley – 9/19/1901 

     100
th

 Birthday of Abraham Lincoln – 2/5/1909 (2) 

     Lincoln Memorial Services – 2/12/1909 (3) 

     G.A.R. Day – 8/26/1909 

     Flagpole Dedication – 9/4/1909 (3) 

           

    Folder 17 Rules of Gov. & Formation of Allegheny Cty. GA Assoc. 

     Rules of Government and Formation – 1906 (2) 

 

    Folder 18 Installation and Burial Services 

     1 book 

     6 fragmented pages 

      1 page of handwritten instructions – E.B. Thomas Littleton, CO 

 

    Folder 19 Book for Ritual (1900)  Book for Services (1897) 

     2 Services Books 

     1 Ritual Book 

 

    Folder 20 Westminster Senior Quarterly (1910) 

     The Westminster Senior Quarterly – 1910 

 

    Folder 21 The Westminster Teacher (February 1910)  

     The Westminster Teacher – 1910 

  

    Folder 22 25
th

 Anniversary of Post 153 

     Program – 12/31/1904 

 

    Folder 23 Catalogue of Relics (1911) 

     Memorial Room – 1911 

 

    Folder 24 Advertisements & Catalogues 

      C.H. Mekeel Stamp & Publishing Co.  

      A.W. Elson & Co.  

      R.T. Wiley Memorial Day Music  

      The Girard Fire & Marine Insurance Company 

      The San Francisco Examiner  



     M.D. Jones – Grave Markers, Etc. 

     G.A.R. Burial Record Book 

     The W.G. Mullins Company 

     Balch Bros. & West Co.  

     American Grave Marker and Flag Co.  

     Balch Bros. & West Co. 

     Van Manufacturing Co. (2) 

     Paxinosa Inn 

     Patterson Coal & Supply Co.  

     Sterling Supply & Lumber Company 

     The Boston Regalia Co.  

     Catalogue of Steel Engravings – George Aubin 

     American Flag Mfg. Co. 

     Dept. of Pennsylvania G.A.R. – Supply Ordering Form 

     Geographia Maps and Atlases – Geographia Map Co. Inc.  

      

 Box 12 

 Series 9, Music 

    Folder 01 Ode Cards (4 small) 

    Folder 02 Hymn Cards (43) 

    Folder 03 Memorial/Decoration Day Sheet Music 

    Folder 04 Brewers Patriotic Song Booklets (1903) 

    Folder 05 Brewers Popular Music Booklets (1901) 

 

Box 13 

 Series 10, Memorial Day 

    Folder 01 Programs–Chartiers Cemetery (1884-1910, 1939) 

    Folder 02 Extra Programs–Chartiers Cemetery (1905) 

    Folder 03 Programs/Reports from other Post s & Cemeteries 

    Folder 04 Letter of Concern, Unknown Author (1925) 

    Folder 05 Orders for Services 

    Folder 06 Record of Collection of Funds for Memorial Day 

    Folder 07 Cemetery Transportation (1895-1907, incomplete) 

    Folder 08 Starr Theatre Invitation (1907-1908) 

    Folder 09 Resolution for Chief Marshall Memorial Day Parade 

    Folder 10 Eulogies–Hilton (1925), Boyle 

    Folder 11 Poems 

    Folder 12 Chaplain’s Prayer 

    Folder 13 Memorial Cards 

    Folder 14 Non-Memorial Day Memorial Services 

     Folder  15 National Memorial Day (1894) 

 

 Box 14 

 Series 11, Blank Forms 

    Folder 01 Transfer Cards 

    Folder 02 Honorary Membership Proposals 

    Folder 03 Post Inspection Form H 

    Folder 04 Request for Post Information for Encampment (1893) 

    Folder 05 Railroad Tariff for Transport to Encampment 



    Folder 06 Leave of Absence Card 

    Folder 07 Pension Reduction Information 

    Folder 08 Union Defender’s Service & Family Record and Mailing 

    Folder 09 Credit Worthiness Affidavit 

    Folder 10 Election Results Forms (1926, 1927) 

    Folder 11 Resolution of Respect–In Memory of 

    Folder  12 Requisition Forms 

     Folder  13 Membership Application Form 

  

 Series 12, Ephemera 

   Folder 14 Honorable Discharge Certificate – John W. McCowan, 

 Pvt., Co. G, 2
nd

 Ohio Vols., 1864 

    Folder 15 Postcard (Massachusetts, 1918) 

    Folder 16 Photographs–Unknown 

 

 Box 15 

 Series 13, Uniforms 

    Folder 01 Regulation Uniform and Equipment Catalogue 

    Folder 02 Ribbons 

    Folder 03 Flag & Ribbon Remnants 

    Folder 04 Belt & Buckle 


